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ETE 371


Library of Congress – Debate Activity 

Objectives:

· Students will present claims outlining the positives and negatives of the actions of a civil rights leader using primary sources.
· Students will support their claims with evidence and logical explanation as to why their argument is a positive or negative. 
Common Core Standards:

· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A:
Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B:
Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible biases.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C:
Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims.
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
Directions: 

1. Click on the following URL: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/civilrights/exhibit.html. You will find multiple primary sources which includes a plethora people, their pictures, and stories of how thy contributed to move civil rights forward in the United States.
2. Identify one people whom have peaked your interest because of the contributions they have made to our country’s history. Analyze the story and picture provided on the Library of Congress’ website.
3. Put yourself in the shoes of the Civil Rights Leader you chose and write two positive claims based on the actions they took to provide equal opportunity for all. Each claim made must be backed up with evidence from the activist’ words or the picture and its caption. 
4. For the two positive claims made about the activist leader, provide two counter claims (negatives) that people opposing the activist leader and his / her views may have claimed. You do not need evidence for the counter claim, but must provide reasonable and logical explanation as to why your positive claims may be considered negatives from a person with an opposing stance on the issue. 
5. You will then upload your responses to our class Blogger, where your will be asked to also respond to a peer’s assignment as to whether or not you agree with his / her claims and counter claims and why. The response to your peer’s work must be at least 300 characters.
Rubric: 

	Area:
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	Positive Claims
	Student has two positive claims about a specific civil rights leader and each are supported with evidence from primary source and explained with logic. 
	Student has two positive claims about a specific civil rights leader and each are supported with evidence from primary source. 
	Student has one positive claim about a specific civil rights leader and each is supported with evidence from primary source. 
	Student has one positive claim about a specific civil rights leader.
	Student does not include any positive claims. 

	Negative Claims
	Student has two negative claims about a specific civil rights leader and each are supported with evidence from primary source and explained with logic. 
	Student has two negative claims about a specific civil rights leader and each are supported with evidence from primary source. 
	Student has one negative claim about a specific civil rights leader and each is supported with evidence from primary source. 
	Student has one negative claim about a specific civil rights leader.
	Student does not include any negative claims. 

	Blog Response
	Student responds to peers work with logical reasoning. Response is at least 300 characters. 
	Student responds to peers work with logical reasoning. Response is 200 characters. 
	Student responds to peers work with logical reasoning. Response is 100 characters. 
	Student simply agrees or disagrees with peer’s response, without logical explanation. 
	Student does not respond to a peer’s blog. 

	Grammar
	Student’s work is free of any grammatical or mechanical mistakes.  
	Student’s work has 1-2 grammatical or mechanical mistakes. 
	Student’s work has 3-4 grammatical or mechanical mistakes. 
	Student’s work has 5-6 grammatical or mechanical mistakes. 
	Student’s work has 7-8 grammatical or mechanical mistakes. 


Positive Claims:     ____ x 2  =____/8

Negative Claims:   ____ x 2  =____/8

Blog Response:      ____ x 2  =____/8

Grammar:               ____ x1 = ____/4

                                     Total: ____/28
